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1.0 SCOPE  

1.1. Care of the Trauma Services patient at CCHMC.   
1.2. This guideline provides the clinical guidance of care for any patient with a severe traumatic brain injury (TBI).   

 
2.0 DEFINITIONS 

2.1. Severe Traumatic Brain Injury: Inclusion Criteria:  
2.1.1. Abnormal CT scan with hematomas, swelling, herniation, compressed basal cistern, or diffuse axonal injury 

AND either #1 or #2 below 
2.1.1.1. Traumatic brain injury (TBI) with GCS ≤ 8 (field, transport, or ED) 
2.1.1.2. TBI patient admitted with GCS > 8, with deterioration to GCS ≤ 8 

2.2. Exclusion Criteria:  
2.2.1. Hypoxic ischemic injuries.  
2.2.2. Patient that is deemed non-salvageable after discussion / agreement by clinical care team 
2.2.3. Infants with open fontanelles 

 
3.0 GUIDELINE 

3.1. Complete primary and secondary survey per guidelines. 
3.2. Refer to Severe TBI flow diagram next page 
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5.0 APPROVALS 

All revisions of this guideline are approved by the Trauma Service Department. This guideline is reviewed every three 
years or sooner if deemed necessary. Policy authority for this document resides with the Trauma Service Department. 
This guideline is approved by the Trauma Services Manager and the Director of Trauma Services.   
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